
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time Homily 2018 

COME AND SEE & AND BE EXCITED ABOUT IT! 

 

Think about the last time someone said to you, “Come and see!”  It may have been 

a child, excited about discovering a new ability.  It may have been a friend who 

received and extraordinary Christmas gift.  It may have been a young couple with 

their first newborn or an older couple with their first grandchild.  A new car, a new 

house, a new hobby, any new endeavor makes us want to share the excitement.  

But as time goes on, the newness and the excitement wear off.  The babies start 

teething, the children and grandchildren get bored, the house seems to be 

perpetually messy, and we’re less likely to invite people to come and see the center 

of our lives.  We become more cautious, more individualistic, less open.   

 

Whether we were born into our Catholic faith, baptized as infants, or whether we 

came into the Church as adults, we’ve all been through times of excitement and 

discovery, and times of plateau and routine.  This is the nature of human existence 

and religious faith.  The highs and lows are connected by long stretches of daily 

life.  But during those calm, perhaps a bit dull times, we can recall the excitement 

of newness and discovery.  And we can still invite people to share in what we’ve 

discovered.   

 

In today’s first reading from the Book of Kings, we witness the prophet Samuel’s 

first experience of God speaking to him.  It takes three times for Eli to recognize 

that it’s God calling the young boy Samuel.  Eli too had to be recharged, reminded 

and renewed to know that God was calling Samuel and then knows the only 

response for Samuel is: “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.”   

 

The first disciples in John’s Gospel are drawn to Jesus and want to know more.  

They ask: “Where do you stay?”  Jesus says: “Come and see.”  For Jesus, the 

world and everything in it is always new, always exciting, always worth sharing.  

After spending time with him, Andrew’s first response is to go to his brother 

Simon Peter and say: “Come and see.”   

 

We have been invited and we invite others.  Let us always be excited about our 

faith and wanting to share it.  We are the unnamed disciple in John, we put our 

name into this one by our very lives.    

 

We begin Ordinary Time, we might think that there’s nothing exciting happening 

during these counted Sundays.  But this is when the work of becoming disciples 

and growing in our faith really takes place.  “Besides the times of the year that 



have their own distinctive character, there remains in the yearly cycle thirty-four 

weeks in which no particular aspect of the mystery is celebrated, but rather the 

mystery of Christ himself is honored in its fullness, especially on Sundays.  This is 

known as Ordinary Time.”  (Universal Norms 43)    

 

It’s the Sunday to Sunday celebration of the Eucharist that forms us as Christians.  

It’s the day to day living out of our promises as husband and wife, parents, 

grandparents, single people, priests, deacons and consecrated religious that shapes 

and deepens our vocations.  Each anniversary reminds us of how far we’ve come 

and the possibilities and opportunities that lie ahead.   

 

How often are we inspired to invite others to join us at Mass, faith sharing 

offerings and activities in our parish and community?  An invitation costs us 

nothing.  We never know when someone is just waiting to discover something 

deeper in their life.   

 

We might have many reasons for inviting others to come and see how we worship, 

but ultimately the greatest reason and the one that will keep them coming back 

again and again is the Lord’s presence in the Eucharist and that is always an 

excitement!          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


